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BWI welcomes our 
new chairman! 

Duimpie Bayly is a 
long-standing and well-
respected member of 
the wine community. 
Having retired after 33 
years of service at Stel-
lenbosch Farmers Win-
ery, he currently holds 
many leadership posi-
tions within the industry.  

Duimpie is a non-
executive Board Mem-
ber for DISTELL,  the 
President of Agri-Expo, 
chairman of the South 
African National Wine 
Show, Chairman of the 
technical committee for 
the Wine and Spirit 
Board and Chairman of 
the Demarcation Com-
mittee for the Wine of 
Origin Scheme. 
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The proposed BWI sticker was displayed in our previous newsletter (Vol.2, Iss.1: January 2007).  The idea 
behind the sticker is to make it possible for wine consumers and retailers to identify BWI members in or-
der to leverage their awareness and support for our eco-friendly product. 
Progress towards finalizing the use of this sticker has been slow - however, after a lengthy process, we are 
pleased to announce that BWI will shortly be making a sticker available to our members. After discussions 
with the Wine and Spirit Board  in this regard, BWI  and IPW have agreed to jointly market an  environ-
mentally friendly sustainable wine product. We are currently finalizing the logistics and sticker design of 
such a joint marketing strategy and hope to provide our members with feedback in this regard in the near 
future. 
In the interim - we urge all our members to please add the wording in the box below or 
our current cork logo onto your back labels, as many consumers, retailers, and somme-
liers are asking how they can identify and support our members on the shelf!   

Wedderwill Wine Estate: offers a spectacular view over False Bay.   

BWI Sustainability 
2007 marked the beginning of a new phase for BWI, where we not only continued to grow 
our membership base at a phenomenal pace but have also spent the last 6 months renegotiating and  
securing the project s sustainability into the future, in terms of funding and placement within the industry 
structures.   

We remain in the employ of the Botanical Society of South Africa and very gratefully acknowledge the ex-
isting funding for 2007 from The Green Trust (a WWF-Nedbank partnership), Wines of South Africa and 
Winetech and the institutional support and housing provided by the SA Wine Council and Botanical Soci-
ety. Furthermore, we have secured further funding for 2007/08 from international donors, namely the  
Critical Ecosystem Partnership Fund and a corporate grant from the RMB Fund, and continue to pursue 
opportunities to leverage long term corporate and philanthropic sponsorships.  

BWI successes! 
The number of members and champions continues to increase, and the total hectares conserved are climb-
ing steadily. As of July 2007, there are now 87 members and champions, collectively conserving 
50,638ha ! This is equivalent to 50% of the vineyard footprint. What an achievement in just 3 years! Now 
South Africa can proudly tell the world that for every 2 hectares of planted vines, we have a further 1ha 
under conservation!!  

Wedderwill Wine Estate our 
newest champion! 
Wedderwill has committed 237ha to  
conservation, which encompasses 68% of 
their property. They have developed a  
dedicated conservation plan and have  
numerous rehabilitation efforts underway. 
Environmental management activities include 
alien clearing, plant species surveys, river 
rehabilitation and the establishment of a field 
herbarium.   

Congratulations Wedderwill! 

Update on BWI 
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A proud member of the Biodiversity and Wine Initiative!  

See www.bwi.co.za 

http://www.bwi.co.za


Spotlight on Wetlands:                      by: Nancy Job  
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Wetlands manage our water for free

  
Wetlands that are maintained in their undisturbed or natural state, or used in such a way that they remain intact, 
can manage your water for free. They hold water back during floods and release it during dry periods. In a dry 
country like South Africa, this is crucial. By regulating water flows during floods, wetlands reduce flood damage 
and help prevent soil erosion.  Wetlands also purify water by acting as natural filters and trapping pollutants, in-
cluding heavy metals and disease-causing bacteria and viruses. In addition to these valuable water management 
functions, wetlands are treasure troves of biodiversity.    

Why you should rehabilitate your wetlands

  

The wetlands on your land may no longer be in their natural state. They may be drained, eroded, partly cultivated 
or otherwise impacted. Wetland rehabilitation can be a very viable process and will repay you by managing the 
water on your property and providing you and your downstream neighbours with:  

more reliable water supply;  
better quality water; 
less chance of flooding and loss of land and crops through erosion; and 
protection of threatened plant and animal resources.  

Delineating a wetland s boundary 

  

According to the South African National Water Act (1998) a wetland is land  where the water table is usu-
ally at or near the surface or the land is periodically covered with shallow water, and which land in nor-
mal circumstances supports or would support vegetation typically adapted to life in saturated soil .  

The following  three indicators help us to decide whether a piece of land is a wetland or not, and to find the edge 
of the wetland.   

1. A high water table i.e. the soil is saturated to within 50 cm of the surface. Water is the driving force be-
hind a wetland. It may be present year round (permanent). However, just a few months of saturation is 
enough to affect the soil and influence the type of plants that can grow there, known as a a temporary or 
seasonal wetland.             

2. Hydromorphic soils       



Each wetland is part of a larger catchment:

 
It may not be feasible or economically viable to rehabilitate all of 
your wetlands, all at once. By understanding how wetlands 
function and the role they play within your property and within 
their larger catchment, you can decide where to begin. For 
example, fixing a wetland in the lower catchment without first 
addressing a critical problem upstream may result in the failure of 
your rehabilitation efforts.  

 

3. Hydrophytic plants (i.e. plants specifically adapted to living in water or saturated soils) present in these soils. Some common 
wetland plants include: a) Typha capensis (Bulrush genus); b) Phragmites australis (The common reed); c) Juncus kraussii (matting 
rush/ incema ); d) Chondropetalum tectorum ( dakriet ); e) Bulboschoenus maritimus (alkali bulrush); f) Prionium serratum 
(Palmiet).  See photo to assist with identification below:          

      (a)  (b)                   (c)          (d)  (e)               (f)   

Basic management principles

  

Basic wetland management can go a long way towards repairing small-scale damage. Good management is based on recalling 
what the wetland does well in its natural state (it controls water by spreading it out, storing and purifying it). To do this the 
wetland needs good plant cover and as few disturbances as possible such as drains, channelisation, berms or erosion. Some 
things to bear in mind when working with your wetlands:  

Avoid changing the amount of water in the wetland or the way the water flows. As a general rule, the more you 
alter the hydrology of a wetland the greater will be the effect on its functioning. Also remember the job of a wetland is to 
spread water out and slow it down, not concentrate it into narrow channels where it flows quickly. 

Try not to disturb the soil and indigenous plant material in a wetland area . 

 Avoid polluting your wetland  (pollutants include muddy water from erosion, nutrients from cattle, fertilisers and pes 
ticides). A buffer  of dense natural vegetation adjacent to the wetland can help. 
Identify and remove the cause of any obvious damage (for example closing drains, fencing off sensitive areas to 
keep grazers out, and placing plugs in gullies). This will help re-establish the natural water flow patterns within the wet-
land and will help wetland plants to be re-established. The hydrology of a wetland is the most important factor determin-
ing its functioning and the plants play a crucial role in the purification of water, reduce the severity of floods and regulate 
water especially during droughts. When the plants go, these valuable functions disappear.  

What to avoid

  

The following activities are guaranteed to destroy your wetlands: 
Making large scale drains (deeper than 30cm) in a wetland to plant for commercial agriculture  this will dry 
it up. You will lose the water and all the protective functions of the wetland. 
Overgrazing and over trampling especially in the wet season. This will cause erosion. The eroded areas may 
develop into dongas, which drain the water out of the wetland. 
Over-irrigation adjacent to the wetland. This can cause leaching of pesticides and artificial fertilisers (as well as 
causing erosion, wasting water or changing a seasonal wetland to a permanent wetland).   
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